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E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: SREF, MASS, TH, LA 

SUB J : LAO MILITARY STUDENTS ASK TO RETURN TO US 

1. GROUP OF FIVE LAO MILITARY (ARMY AND AIR FORCE) 

WHO HAD JUST RETURNED FROM TRAINING IN US APPEARED AT 
EMBASSY JULY 22, REQUESTING TO RETURN TO US. THEY SAID THAT 
WHILE IN THE US THEY HAD BEEN GIVEN THE OPTION OF REMAINING 
THERE OR RETURNING TO LAOS. THEY CHOSE TO GO HOME, BUT 

UPON REACHING BANGKOK AND TALKING TO FRIENDS HERE DECIDED IT 
WAS TOO DANGEROUS FOR THEM TO RETURN. 

2. WE TOLD THEM THAT THEY WERE NOT ELIGIBLE FOR SPECIAL 
TREATMENT AND THAT THEY WOULD BE CONSIDERED AS REGULAR 
REFUGEES FROM LAOS. WE POINTED OUT THAT WE HAD NO PAROLE 
AUTHORITY FOR LAO AND THAT IF IN THE FUTURE WE DID RECEIVE 
PAROLE AUTHORITY, THEY WOULD BE CONSIDERED ON A CASE BY 
CASE BASIS. WHETHER THEY WOLD EVENTUALLY QUALIFY WOULD 
DEPEND ON THE DEFINITIONS OF THOSE ELIGIBLE FOR PAROLE. 
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3. MOST OF THE GROUP HAVE VERY LIMITED FUNDS AND WILL FIND 
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IT DIFFICULT TO REMAIN IN THAILAND AS REFUGEES. WE SUGGEST 
THAT IT BE MADE VERY CLEAR TO THOSE MILITARY STUDENTS STILT. 

IN THE US WHO INTEND TO RETURN TO LAOS THAT THEIR DECISION 
IS FINAL AND IF THEY CHANGE THEIR MINDS AFTER LEAVING 
THE US, THE USG ASSUMES NO RESPONSIBILITY FOR THEM. 

WHITEHOUSE 
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